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Time for fireworks,
barbecues and pool
parties.

Enjoy the upcoming
Fourth of July festiv-
ities this weekend —
including that extra
day. But remember,
police officers in
Broome County will be
on the lookout for those
who drink and drive.

Special DWI enforce-
ment patrols will be
deployed this weekend,
Friday through Tues-
day, to crack down on
drunk driving.

Over the 2014 Fourth
of July weekend, 164
people were killed in
impaired-driving crash-
es nationwide, accord-
ing to Broome STOP-
DWI.

Officials say it's
important to avoid
drinking too much too
fast, and pace yourself
and count your drinks.
Eat food, take a few
breaks, drink water,
and make safe travel
arrangements.

The free STOP-DWI
Have A Plan mobile app
offers a preloaded list
of designated drivers
that can be pulled from
a list of personal con-
tacts and how to find a
nearby taxi using a
GPS. It can be down-
loaded at
stopdwi.org/mobileapp,
or through a smart
phone’s app store.

The weekend crack-
down is among several
stepped-up DWI-en-
forcement periods each
year, usually around
holidays or other events
that can include in-
creased alcohol con-
sumption. 

— Katie Sullivan 

THE BUZZ

After spending the day teach-
ing and analyzing complex math-
ematics, professor and Bing-
hamton resident Joshua Palma-
tier likes to relax by sitting down
and writing about epic quests in
fantastical realms filled with
magic.

Palmatier is waiting for his
seventh and eighth novels to be
released this year, and is already
hard at work on a novel that won’t
come out until the following year
at least.

“I started writing in eighth
grade, when my English teacher
assigned everyone to write a
‘Twilight Zone’-inspired short
story. I wrote something based
off the lost city of Atlantis, and
she wrote a note to me that she
thought it was good and I should
write more. That was the spark,”
Palmatier said.

Writing ever since, Palmatier
said he started to consciously
write a novel in high school but
that it didn’t become a true pas-
sion until he was working on his
doctorate in mathematics at
Binghamton University.

“I think I enjoy working in the
fantasy genre, because it’s total-
ly different from math,” he said.
“When doing my Ph.D. I needed a
break from the heavy thinking,
and fantasy writing was a nice,
fun outlet that was creative and
provided an escape when I need-
ed the escape.”

Palmatier said that without 

CREATORS

The math professor who
writes fantasy novels
BENJAMIN C. KLEIN
CORRESPONDENT

Joshua Palmatier

Age: 44.
Hometown: Coudersport, Pennsylvania.
Residence: Binghamton.
Education: Ph.D. in mathematics from Binghamton University.
Family: Mother and two brothers.
Hobbies: Teaching spinning classes.

ANDREW THAYER / STAFF PHOTO

Joshua Palmatier, a math professor at SUNY Oneonta, writes fantasy novels in his free time.

“When doing my Ph.D. I needed a break
from the heavy thinking, and fantasy
writing was a nice, fun outlet that was
creative and provided an escape when I
needed the escape.”

JOSHUA PALMATIER

See MATH, Page 4A

Do you qualify for Medicare and Medicaid 
and need help with your activities of daily
living like personal hygiene, eating, dressing, 
or remembering to take your medications?

Are you enrolled in a Managed Long-Term 
Care Plan? Do you need help understanding 
your benefits, appealing service reductions or 
requesting new or additional services?

ICAN is here to help!

1CAN is the New York State Ombudsman 
Program for people with Medicaid who need 
long-term care services. We can answer your 
questions related to Medicare, Medicaid, long­
term care and your Medicaid Managed Care or 
Managed Long-Term Care plan. We can help 
you solve problems with your managed care 
plan or providers like home care agencies, 
nursing home or medical equipment suppliers.

How can I get help from ICAN?

Call an ICAN advocate at 607-722-1251

Action for Older Persons is nonprofit working to improve 
and enrich the lives of older adults and the disabled.
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writing, he isn’t sure he
would have gotten
through his doctorate
studies.

“I think it is how I got
through my Ph.D., be-
cause while going
through it, you need a
mental break, and escap-
ing to another world with
magic was a nice break
from heavy-duty proofs.”

However, despite be-
ing so different, Palma-
tier said he has seen a di-
rect correlation between
his writing and his math.

“In order to get a Ph.D.
in mathematics, you have
to prove something that
has never been proven
before. So I think in order
to do it, you have to get
pretty creative, because
if it was easy, someone
would have thought of it
already.”

On the flip side, Palma-

tier said it is also easy for
him to see how math in-
fluences his writing.

“I am writing fantasy,
but in order for it to hold
up and be believable, the
world-building has to fol-
low specific rules, and the
rules have to be consis-
tent with each other and
work with each other, and
I think that is where the
math comes into the writ-
ing,” he said. “Even
though it’s magic and fan-
tasy, it still has to have an
order that has a logical
sense.”

Palmatier said that as
he has gotten older, his in-
fluences have evolved.
First as a teen, it was Ter-
ry Brooks, and then pro-
gressed with more adult
authors as he got older,
such as George R.R. Mar-
tin.

“Stephen King as well.
I don’t write quite that
mainstream fiction, but
King always has ele-
ments of fantasy in his
horror.”

When it comes to sit-

ting down and writing,
Palmatier said he learned
long ago that an author of
novels cannot just write
when they feel like it.

“You will never finish
that way,” he said.”You
have to schedule time to
sit down and write every
day.”

Palmatier is a math
professor at SUNY One-
onta. During his teaching
months, Palmatier said he
likes to write at least 1,000
words a day, but he tries
to boost it to at least 2,500
during breaks and sum-
mer months.

“You can’t just do the
writing on a whim, be-
cause you will never get a
book written on time or on
deadline working that
way.”

Along with working as
an author, Palmatier also
has edited four short sto-
ry anthologies.

“You get 10 to 20 au-
thors to write short sto-
ries on whatever that
theme happens to be,” he
said. “So the authors

write the stories, and as
an editor, you tell them
what they need to fix and
advise them on revisions,
and once that’s done, you
copy edit and then orga-
nize the order of the sto-
ries.”

Palmatier said that is
much more difficult than
it sounds, as you don’t
want all the humorous
stories together. “You
want to create a flow in
the order that doesn’t
clump the similar stories
together.”

He described editing
as much more mechani-
cal than writing. “The au-
thors are doing all the
creativity; you are just
trying to make it better.”

Despite being a pub-
lished author, Palmatier
said teaching math pays
the bills, and that he
writes more so because
he loves to write. “I would
prefer to write every-
day.”

Math
Continued from Page 2A

showing their power and
skills. The demolition
derby takes place from 7
to 9 p.m. July 6 at the
grandstand, with finals
taking place on from 7 to 9
p.m. July 9. 

Harness racing re-
turns to the fair this year,
with post time set for 1
p.m. on opening day. The
New York Sire Stakes will
offer eight races for 2-
and 3-year-old colts and
fillies. The races continue
until 5 p.m. and are free to
the public. 

The Race Day Picnic
Contest is new to the fair.
Contestants will create a
picnic — complete with
costumes, settings and
food — to be enjoyed dur-
ing the harness races.
Each contestant will put
together a picnic that
would have been typical
in the year 1890. The com-
petition will feature three
classes: Class 1, the Front
Street upper crust,
should be a picnic that
would have been brought
by a successful business-
man or professional and
his spouse. Class 2, the
modest country farmer
or village worker, should
depict the kind of picnic
that would have been
brought by a successful
but frugal family or cou-
ple. Finally, Class 3 is the
hotelier catered class,
and should feature a
transportable picnic for
four as it might have been
prepared and sold by any
of the hotels or restau-
rants in Tioga County, cir-
ca 1890. Full details are

available online. 
The lumberjack com-

petition features men and
women showcasing their
skills at ax throwing,
modified chainsaw cut-
ting, fire starting and oth-
er traditional skills. This
year’s competition fea-
tures a new attraction: a
log obstacle course in a
specially constructed
pool. Contestants will
guide the logs through the
course with poles, with
the fastest times winning. 

The fair also features
many different perform-
ers and demonstrations.
The Fearless Flores Fam-
ily is a family of dare-
devils who travel the
country, and were fea-
tures on season six of the
television show “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent.” They
will perform twice daily
at the fair. The Black Cat
Hell Driver Show fea-
tures precision driving at
fast speeds, with cars
jumping over ramps, and
car crashing stunts. The
show takes place at 7 p.m.
July 8. There is a $5 ad-
mission for this event. 

For a complete sched-
ule of events, visit
tiogacofair.com.

Fair
Continued from Page 3A
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Royal, a two-year-old female
cow, is led by Loren
Harkness of North Valley.

Friends and family
gathered Tuesday in Bing-
hamton for a candlelight
vigil to remember Wil-
liam Nash Jr., 37, who was
fatally struck while riding
his motorcycle on Sunday. 

Dozens of people gath-
ered along Susquehanna
Street in downtown Bing-
hamton as a smattering of
raindrops fell to light can-

dles and honor Nash’s life.
Those present remem-
bered him as “full of life”
and having a “heart of
gold.”

“He’s still here with
me; he didn’t leave,” said
Nash Jr.’s niece Taliyah
McCoy, 17. “I’m going to
graduate and make him
proud and be the woman I
know he wanted me to be.”

Services are pending
and will be announced at a
later date. A GoFundMe

page has been set up by
Nash’s family to cover fu-
neral expenses.

Shaun Lamont Pauling-
Payne, 37, of Binghamton,
has been charged with one
felony count of first-de-
gree vehicular man-
slaughter, along with mis-
demeanor driving while
intoxicated and several
traffic violations. 

Follow Andrew Thayer
on Twitter 
@Andrew_Thayer.

Vigil held for man killed on motorcycle
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Friends and family gathered Tuesday in Binghamton for a candlelight vigil in honor of William
Nash Jr., who was fatally struck while riding his motorcycle on Sunday.

ANDREW THAYER
ATHAYER@PRESSCONNECTS.COM
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Chantay Skrine, left, comforts Kulonnie Thomas,
the oldest sister of William Nash Jr. during the
vigil.
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Rick Woodward, right, looks on during a
candlelight vigil for William Nash Jr.
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Dozens of people
gathered along
Susquehanna
Street in
downtown
Binghamton as a
smattering of
raindrops fell, to
light candles and
honor Nash’s life. 


